
 

March 22, 2015 
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3ÔȢ 0ÁÔÒÉÃË #ÁÔÈÏÌÉÃ #ÈÕÒÃÈ 
 

ρτπ #ÈÕÒÃÈ 3ÔȢȟ 0ÏÒÔÌÁÎÄȟ -)  τψψχυ 
0ÈÏÎÅȡ  υρχ-φτχ-φυπυ 
&ÁØȡ  υρχ-φτχ-χψπχ 

0ÁÒÉÓÈÏÆПÉÃÅͽÐÏÒÔÌÁÎÄÓÔÐÁÔÓȢÃÏÍ 
×××ȢÓÔÐÁÔÒÉÃËÐÏÒÔÌÁÎÄȢÃÏÍ 

 

2ÅÖȢ ,ÁÒÒÙ *Ȣ +ÉÎÇȟ 0ÁÓÔÏÒ  
$ÃÎȢ $ÏÎ 3ÏÂÏÌÅ×ÓËÉȟ 0ÁÓÔÏÒÁÌ !ÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÅ 

Ȱ4ÈÅ -ÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ 3ÔȢ 0ÁÔÒÉÃË 0ÁÒÉÓÈ ÉÓȡ 
 ɖ  4Ï ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÅ ÔÈÅ %ÕÃÈÁÒÉÓÔȟ 
 ɖ  4Ï ÐÒÏÃÌÁÉÍ ÔÈÅ 'ÏÏÄ .Å×Óȟ 
 ɖ  4Ï ÅÎÃÏÕÒÁÇÅ 3ÔÅ×ÁÒÄÓÈÉÐ ÁÓ Á ×ÁÙ ÏÆ  ÌÉÆÅ ÁÎÄ 
 ɖ  4Ï ÇÒÏ× ÉÎ &ÁÉÔÈȟ *ÕÓÔÉÃÅȟ ,ÏÖÅ ÁÎÄ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅ ÔÏ ÁÌÌȢȱ 
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Sponsor of the Week:  Please add Mark 
Woodman Plumbing & Heating as sponsor 
of the week 

THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISHé 
March 22, 2015-March 29, 2015 

Eucharistic Adoration 
 

Do you realize that Jesus is there in the Blessed Sacra-
ment expressly for you, for you alone? He burns with the 
desire to come into your heart!  

St. Therese of Lisieux 
 

If you or someone you know is interested in 
going to Eucharistic Adoration on Mondays 
or Wednesdays but doesnôt drive, let us 
know and rides can be arranged.  Call Mike 
Cook at 517-242-1352.  

Masses for the Week of March 22, 2015 

Mon. 3/23 

ALTAR APPOINTMENTS ï March 28th & 29th

Family Perspective 
By Bud Ozar 

 

Relationships come with a price tag. We must be willing to 
entrust ourselves to another, to let go of our autonomy and 
die to our independence. It is in dying to our independence 
that we find interdependence with others.  

RICE BOWLS WILL BE COLLECTED 

HOLY THURSDAY-THANK YOU 

FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 
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Parish Cluster  
News 

 
 

Reconciliation 
There will be a Cluster Parish Reconciliation Service on 
March 22nd at 7:00 PM at St. Joseph Church in Pewamo.  
There will be several different priests available to listen to 
confessions. 

St. Patrick-Portland St. Joseph-Pewamo 

A Change of Heart 
Ezekiel 37:12-14 

 
Are you still being faithful to your Lenten resolutions? No 
matter how firm or weak your resolve, you have come to 
face the mystery of sin, loss, and death. Changing old hab-
its is hard. To change something is to lose something. 
 
Those chosen for baptism this Easter will change their old 
habits. They will put to death whatever has kept them from 
life in Christ. 
 
The faithful also will change old habits. They will put to 
death the sin that mars their faithfulness to God. All in the 
community need the prayerful and penitential support of 
their brothers and sisters in Christ. 
 
Ezekiel addresses people who have lived in exile and op-
pression, far from the center of their social and religious life. 
They have lived in a tomb. Now God promises, ñI will open 
your graves and have you rise from them.ò God will dwell 
with them and give them the divine spirit. 
 
This Lent, the church has invited you to examine your life, 
to confront your sin, and to secure your intent to change. 
The season is nearly over. The day of promise draws near. 
God stands ready to open your grave and bring you forth to 
new life. If you die to whatever keeps you from God, you 
will grow from the lessons of loss. 

 

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTIONS 
 

ñI will be their God and they shall be my people.ò   
 

Jeremiah 31:33 

 

What does it mean to be Godôs people?  It means we rec-
ognize that everything we have and everything we are be-
longs to God.  We arenôt ñownersò of anything, we are 
merely ñstewardsò of the gifts God has given us.  It means 
we are willing to use our gifts and our lives to care for our 
neighbors and the world, just as God cares for us. 
 

 

That, as Godôs chosen people, we may accept and follow 
Godôs plan to generously share our time, talent and treas-
ure with others.  

Important News from the Parish Office 
 
The Church will be CLOSED, Tuesday March 31 to Wax 
the floor and prepare for Easter 
 
With Holy Week fast approaching and Spring break fol-
lowing bulletin deadlines have been adjusted as follows: 
 
April 5th bulletin deadline is Fri., March 27th at 10:00 
AM 
April 12th Bulletin deadline is Fri., March 27th at 
10:00 AM 
 
The Parish Office will be closed on Good Friday (April 
3rd) and Easter Monday (April 6th). 

We Need Your Help! 
 
Please consider coming to help with the set-up and tear 
down for Palm Sunday and Holy Week.  Any assistance 
would be greatly appreciated, many hands make light the 
work.  The schedule will be as follows: 
 
Saturday, March 28th 8:30 AMðput up red and put out 
palms and palm decorations 
 
Sunday, March 29th 12:45 PMðtake down red after Mass 
and leave bare until set-up for Holy Thursday 
 
Wednesday, April 1stð6:00 PM set-up Chapel for Holy 
Thursday in Parish Hall (for Altar of Repose) and the 
Church. 
 
Holy Thursday, April 2ndðafter adoration approximately 
8:45 PMðremove all banners and white decorations. Pre-
set Cross for Good Friday. (flowers will be delivered around 
4:00 for Easter decorations) 
 
Holy Saturday, April 4thð8:30 AM decorate for Easter-
Much help is needed Saturday Morning!! 

St. Patrick Parish 2015 Lenten  
Reconciliation Schedule 

 

Sunday, March 22  7:00 PM  
 Cluster Parish Reconciliation Service at  
 St. Joseph-Pewamo 
 
Monday, March 23  5:00ð6:00 PM 
 
Saturday, March 28  3:00ð4:00 PM 
 

Holy WeekðLast opportunity 
 
Monday, March 30  5:00ð6:00 PM 
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Youth Corner 
 

Junior High -  See you at the Retreat on Friday!  
 
Also on March 28 from 2-8:30 pm there is a special 7-8 
grade Youth Rally in Grand Rapids. It will be rockinô.  See 
the link on the Youth Page of the Parish Website for details. 
Permission forms are also available on the website as well.  
 

High School ï Another fun evening planned for this Sun-
day meet at Christ In Action (C.I.A. ) Headquarters at 6:00 
pm.  We will hear a message from a wise adult, then we 
will see which team can win the skills relay race (will in-
volve Ping Pong, Foosball, Air Hockey and other skills). 
Prizes to the winners. Bring a friend and be entered into a 
special drawing. Remember if twelve or more youth come 
we will have a special prize drawing. 
 
In Christôs Peace 
Mr. George 

Stations of the Cross  
Soup Supper 

 
Join the St. Patrick Choir and Bell Choir this Fri-
day, March 27th as they host the Stations of the 
Cross in Church beginning at 6:00 PM followed 
by a Soup Supper in the Parish Hall.  We hope 
you can join us. 

Faith Formation Happingings 
 

Dates to Remember 
 

March 30thðFirst Communion Reservation Forms Due 
 

April 6th- NO CLASS (Easter Week/Spring Break) 
 

 
May 4thï LAST CLASS 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

April 20th ï 6-8 Grades to provide service at the First Con-
gregational Church for the Monday Night meals 4-6 pm. 
 

May 3rd ï First Communion Celebration at 2:00 PM in 
Church.  
 

Any questions regarding dates, events, or times contact 
Lori Thelen at 517-647-6505 Or 
lorithelen@portlandstpats.com. 

HOME TOWN MISSION TRIP 2015 
Bringing Christ to our neighbors 

April 9-11, 2015 
 
We still have available slots for those needing help or wish-
ing to help over Spring Break (April 9, 10, 11). This youth 
led mission will focus on the needs in and around Portland.  
So if you or someone you know needs help with painting, 
yard work, home repair, grocery shopping, etc. please con-
tact  either George Rutherford at  517 647 6505 ext 414 or 
Ken Schneider at 517 643 2749.  If you would like to volun-
teer to help you may contact George or Ken as well.  

Casino Bus Trip 
 
The Portland Knights of Columbus Council 2168 along with 
Portland Relay for Life will be sponsoring a bus trip to Fire-
keepers Casino on Wednesday May 13, 2015. The cost is 
$30.00 with each participant receiving $20 in casino play 
and a $5 food voucher. The bus will leave the KC Hall park-
ing lot located at 690 Maynard Road Portland at 9 a.m. and 
arrive at the casino at 10:00 am. The bus will depart the 
casino at 3 pm and arrive back in Portland at 4 p.m. Partici-
pants must register in advance for this trip. For more infor-
mation or to register, contact Rich Schneider at (517) 647-
4567, Steve Goodman at (517) 647-7741 or John Vallier at 
(517) 647-6409  

Holy Family Parish in Caledonia 
Presents an exhibit on the  

Shroud of Turin-April 2-4, 2015 
 
Come see a full length photographic of the Shroud made by 
the Eastman Kodak Co., as well as a nearly life-size cruci-
fied corpus showing the wounds of Christ corresponding to 
the passion narrative in the Gospel accounts and the 
wounds shown on the Shroud.  The exhibit will feature the 
presentation-Shroud Encounter-by Russ Breault on Friday, 
April 2, 6:30-8 PM.   
 
Russ Breault has been researching and lecturing on The 
Shroud of Turin for over 30 years.  His highly acclaimed 
presentation known as Shroud Encounter makes use of 
over 200 superb images and unfolds like a CSI investiga-
tion.  The audience is intrigued as each clue is revealed 
and becomes another piece of a grand puzzle as the mys-
tery of the Shroud is explored.  Carefully designed to be 
educational and entertaining, he delivers a dynamic, fast 
paced experience 
 
Exhibit Times: 
Thursday,    April 2nd 5-7 PM & 9-11 PM 
Friday,         April 3rd 12:30-3 PM & 4-6:30 PM & 8-9 PM 
Saturday,    April 4th 9AMð12 PM 
 
Shroud Encounter Presentation: 
Friday,        April 3rd 6:30-8 PM 

Faith Journey Testimonial 
By Dr. Russ Willemin 

 
Come and listen to the testimonial of his recent faith jour-
ney given by Dr. Russ Willemin.  Dr. Willemin will be speak-
ing at St. Patrick Church on Sunday, March 29th at 3:00 
PM.  We hope you can join us and share his experience.  
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Knights of Columbus News 

 
Our spring news letter mailing will be Wednesday March 25 
at 7:00 PM. 
 

Please come join us. The Knights of Columbus will have 
Euchre Parties on Wednesdays April 1st, 8th, and 15th. 
 

We will host a First Degree on Sunday April 26. If you are 
interested in joining please contact Don Gunderman as 
listed below or contact John Vallier  
 

If you are interested in joining the Knights of Columbus or 
contacting us please contact Don Gunderman at 517-743-
1543 or by email  at gk2168@mikofc.org 

Blood Donors Needed!!! 
 

The St. Patrick Catholic High School chapter of 
the National Honor Society is hosting 
an American Red Cross blood drive on March 
31st from 10:00 AM to 4:15 PM in the Parish 
Hall. To schedule an appointment to donate, con-
tact an member or visit redcrossblood.org and 
enter sponsor code: St Patrick.  Appointments 
honored.  Walk-ins welcome as space permits.    

Switch from ACT to SAT Testing 
 
A recent statement by the Michigan Department of Educa-
tion announced that the State of Michigan is preparing to 
switch from the American College Test (ACT) to the Scho-
lastic Aptitude Test (SAT) as its state-required test for high 
school graduation and college assessment. The switch to 
the newly redesigned SAT will take place in the spring of 
2016, thus affecting next yearôs junior class. 
 
Recently, staff members from all four Diocese of Grand 
Rapids high schools met to review the purpose of assess-
ments at the secondary level.  They determined that as-
sessment information helps gauge the effectiveness of our 
teaching methods, can be used for post-secondary plan-
ning, and is a measure of academic excellence. The group 
reviewed the entire suite of secondary assessments and 
determined which of these assessments will be the best fit 
for our communityôs needs and which one will be used 
throughout our Diocesan high schools. 
 
All four Diocesan high schools agreed to make the switch to 
the new SAT/PSAT tests.  Next year, juniors at St. Patrick 
High School will transition to taking the new test. This will 
allow our staff the opportunity to receive feedback and im-
mediately make any necessary adjustments to our curricu-
lum.  Since next yearôs juniors have been planning and pre-
paring to take the ACT by taking the PLAN and EXPLORE 
tests, they will be strongly encouraged to take the ACT as 
well; especially in light of the fact that colleges will continue 
to accept a student's best ACT or SAT score for admission 
and scholarship purposes.  
 
The primary burden for adapting from the ACT to the SAT 
will fall on the individual schools.   Beginning in the spring 
of 2015, the State of Michigan, through the College Board, 
will offer free, on-line SAT test preparation materials to all 
high schools, to help students prepare for the redesigned 
SAT the following year.  In addition, free SAT materials will 
also be offered to high school administrators and staff.   
Students can receive free on-line ACT test-preparation ma-
terials or can pay for a more structured workshop if they 
want to prepare for both tests. 
 
The four high schools in the Diocese of Grand Rapids have 
confidence in the College Boardôs assessment design and 
have many years of experience administering existing Col-
lege Board assessments, including the Advanced Place-
ment (AP) exams and the PSAT/NMSQT (National Merit 
Scholar Qualifying Test).  The College Board has robust 
reporting that will be helpful to the schools as well as the 
students and their families, and results are returned in a 
timely fashion.   
 
With any assessment, we will continue to review the results 
and make any needed and necessary changes to ensure 
St. Patrick School continues to be the best educational op-
portunity for students in our area.to support us in our read-
ing and literacy efforts.   
 
   Randy Hodge-School Administrator 

Scrap Metal Drive 
 
The Athletic Association and school will be sponsoring an-
other Scrap Metal Drive on March Saturday, March 28.   
 
We need some workers to volunteer for two-hour shifts on 
that day.  to sign up for a shift on sign up genius go to  
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0f4aa4ac2dabfe3-
spring 
 
Proceeds from the scrap metal drives are set aside to pay 
for unexpected bus repairs and for the future purchase of a 
new bus.  

Annual Parish Garage Sale 
 
The annual St. Patrick Parish Garage Sale will take place 
on April 23rd & 24th.  The proceeds from the sale help fund 
maintenance and upkeep on the parish rectory.  For more 
information call Karen Stevens at 517-526-7699. 

Keeping Holy the Sabbath 
 
Wondering where the nearest church is while you are 
traveling this Spring? 
 

The following website has area churches, Mass times and 
contact information listed for parishes all over the United 
States.  Check it out at www.masstimes.org. 

http://www.redcrossblood.org/
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0f4aa4ac2dabfe3-spring
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0f4aa4ac2dabfe3-spring
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Easter Candy & Bake Sale 
 
The Welcoming and Social Committee will 
be hosting its annual Easter Candy and 
Bake Sale on the weekend of March 28 
and 29.  
 
In addition to homemade baked goods, 
chocolate items (including chocolate crosses) will be availa-
ble for purchase.  We will also be selling butter lambs. This 
is a great opportunity to buy goodies for your Easter gather-
ings.   

 
Proceeds from these bake sales are 
used for various parish social activi-
ties, including the Senior Citizen Ap-
preciation Dinner, the Parish Picnic, 
the Ethnic Dinner, and other activities 
that take place during the year.  
 

Coffee and donuts will also be served on Sunday, March 
29th.  We hope you 
can join us. 
 

Holy Week & Easter Mass Schedule 
 
Sunday, March 29th Regular Weekend Mass Schedule 
 
Monday, March 30th NO MASS 
 
Tuesday, March 31st NO MASS 
 
Wednesday, April 1st 7:30 AM Mass 

Thursday, April 2nd  No 9:30 AM Mass  
   7:00 PM Holy Thursday Mass 
   Mass of the Lordôs Supper 
 
Friday, April 3rd  12:30 PM Stations of the Cross 
   1:30 PM Passion Liturgy with  
   Communion  
 
Saturday, April 4th NO 4:30 PM Mass 
   8:30 PM Easter Vigil 
 
Sunday, April 5th Regular Mass Schedule  
 


